
SUMMARY OF THE STATISTICS REGARDING DANCE PERFORMANCES 

AND AUDIENCES FOR THE YEAR 2015  

 

In 2015, over 455,000 spectators saw Finnish dance performances. The total amount of spectators is 

increasing since three years. On the contrary, the number of performances decreased slightly. 

 

The decrease touched mainly independent companies and single choreographers who produced less 

performances than before. The statistics show that 86 % of professionals of the dance sector work on 

the independent field on which economic fluctuations and cuts in the public subventions have 

immediate effects. 

 

 

NUMBER OF PERFORMANCES  

In 2015, the total number of dance performances was 2 691, which is even 10 % less than the year 

before, and below the five years average (3 000). A total of 162 first premieres were performed, also 

this number decreased compared to the year 2014.  

 

Independent companies and freelance choreographers gave 37 % of the total number of performances. 

The share decreased compared to the year before (2014: 48 %).  

As in previous years, the 11 state-subsidised dance groups gave the highest number of performances: 

nearly 60 % of all shows. A secure financial background seems to guarantee steady activities, but among 

the independent sector, an insecure economical situation is reflected directly to the number of activities 

and performances. 

 

 

NUMBER OF SPECTATORS 

In 2015, Finnish dance performances were attended by 455 244 viewers, which is over 8 000 

spectators more than the year before. 

 

The state-subsidised dance actors attracted the highest number of spectators, almost 200 000 viewers. 

Also the independent dance companies increased their audiences: they had almost 20 000 spectators 

more than the year before (nearly 130 000 as total). On the contrary, the share of the individual 

choreographers decreased significantly.  

 

The state-subsidised dance companies’ share of all the dance audiences was 41 %, that of the 

independent companies was 27 %, the National Ballet’s and the Helsinki Dance Company’s share 22 %, 

and freelance choreographers’ share 10 %. 

 

 

REGIONAL CENTERS FOR DANCE 

In 2015, also the regional centers attracted more audience than the year before: 82 489 spectators. 

Instead, the number of their performances decreased: they showed a total of 681 performances, of 

which 88 were guest performances (in 2014: total of 845 performances). 

 

 



PERFORMANCES ABROAD 

During 2015, 32 Finnish dance companies and choreographers gave performances in a total of 27 

countries. One third of the performances abroad were in Central Europe, over a quarter in the Nordic 

and Baltic countries, and one fifth in Asia. 

 

Compared to the year before, the number of performances and spectators of Finnish dance abroad 

increased. The 170 performances attracted a total of 44,969 spectators, which is nearly 10 % of the 

total Finnish dance attendance.  

 

The companies that toured most actively abroad were JoJo - Oulu Dance Centre, Zodiak - Center for 

new dance, Dance theatre Glims&Gloms and Dance theatre MD, which are all state-subsidised groups. 

 

 

DANCE FILMS  

In 2015 statistics of dance film screenings in Finland were gathered for the first time in a large scale. 

Previously the number of screenings and spectators have been mentioned only for the dance film 

festival Loikka.  

 

In Finland during the year 2015 was organised 130 dance film screenings and altogether they gathered 

4 696 spectators.  

 

The figures include film screenings for live audiences only. For instance, distribution of dance videos in 

social media or live streams of dance performances online are not included. Nor are the spectators of 

televised dance films. However, it is notable that these medias are more and more commonly used and 

reach audiences who might not have access, for geographic or other reasons, to live performances or 

screenings. 
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